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Christmas

Again the spirit of Christmas
is in the air. There is a soften-
ing of hearts one toward another;
there is a new flash of happiness
in the eyes; a new firmness is [elt
in the grip of our daily hand-
shakes; something again seems
to whisper to us that we are in
the midst of a season so sacred
that it is not to be compared
with any other time of year.

From that time almost two
thousand vears ago when the
One whose birth we are to cele-
brate next Monday stood upon
the Mount and gave to humanity
a new rule—a Golden Rule—the
approach of Christmas finds the
whole world with a song upon
its lips. Men way war against
men ; disease may sweep vast se -
tions and the grim reaper may
swing his scythe with an unfail-
ing hand, yet the approach of
Christmas brings back joyv to
the hearts of the stricken, bol-
sters them up for whatever fate
may have in store, and makes
them, for the season, as light
and happy-hearted as the child-
ren who romp about our [eet,

There is a something about
Christmas season it has not been
given man to understand.
Changed conditions, a hope and
a praver for greater blessings of
health and prosperity for all hu-
manity — these fall upon us
in a shower along about this
time each year, and yet we pass
through it still unable to fathom
its mystery. We know, some-
how, some way, that it is the
spirit of the’Master of all Man-
kind coming into our hearts—we
seem to feel that”His smile is be-
ing shed upon us, and that we
are receiving a benediction of
happiness which fills our hearts
to the fullest.

With the arrival of the Yule-
tide season once again we want
to take this method of thanking
in our own feeblz way all those
to whom this greeting may come
for Lhe cheerfulness they have
passed on to us during the year
spon closing. We want to hope
that this has been a p osperous
and a happy year for them —we
want to extend to them our pra-
ver that the year to come may
be equally so. We are passing
this way but once. If we have
said or done that which would in
a measure return the kindnesses
shown us, we are glad. If we
can say or do in the future the
things that will lighten the heart
of those about us, we shall be
happy.

May Providence continue to
shield and bless you and yours,
May your Christmas be a happy,
a merry, a contented one. And
may you be spared to celebrate
many more of them is the wish
of The Blade.

“Lost [llusions”

any illusions when the League
question was presented in 1919,
They went squarely on record in
opposition to the United States
joining the league, and defeated
the Wilson proposal that this
country make the “‘supreme sac-
rifice’’ America has bezn not on-
Iy right but far-seeing in avoid-
ing entanglements with condi-
tions and leadership that would
certainly have made the United
States the burden bearer and
seapegoat of the world.

A Boy’s Peculiarities

If you want to wreck a boy's
life, foree him to hold his baby
sister for half an hour each day
and he'll become broken in spirit
and will fade away and wither
into an invalid beyvond cure. If
the voung fellow is not imposed
on in this manner he will grow
and develop into a strong, heal-
thy man, and when grown can sit
and hold on his lap for hours
without tiring a girl weighing all
the way from 120 to 180 pounds.
It is strange, but it is so, and we
can quote anumber of instances
to prove that the theory is cor-
rect. A boy ecan run all day
while at play, travel far and
never think of being tired. But
it is an awful punishment to re-
quire him to run two blocks on
an errand. We once knew a
young man who walked s2ven-
teen miles to see his girl, but he
couldn't “stand it to follow a
plow two hours. Another young
fellow walked four miles across
fields to “hook’ watermelons,
but several blocks was too far
for him to walk to church. Yes,
sir—boys are certainly peculiar,

The season is now here when
Young America can take a
chance on death by seeing if the
ice is strong enough to hold up
and how close he can skate to a
dangerous air-hole.

China's boy emperor recently
married a girl whose face he had
never seen, If our American
girls don't quit using so much
paint and powder American
boys will be doing the same
thing.

A wool expert informs us that
the finest Saxony wool has 2,700
crinkles to the inch. After due
delibzration we have decided to
take his word for it and not
count them.

Here are two short but sensi-
ble New Year resolutions —Re-
solve to subseribe for The Blade
and resolve to tell your borrow-
ing neighbor to do the same
thing.

From the appeals now being
made to this country we have
been set to wondering how the
European countries got by be-
fore America was discovered.

Mrs. S8anta Claus must lead an
awful disagreeable life, with her
hushand at home a whole year
waiting for Christmas eve so he
can be out,

From reading the daily papers
one would conclude that the

| grim reaper had traded his seythe

for an automobile.

The trouble with too many of
our people is they think the best

In the columns of a periodical | Place to make money is some
that was formerly somewhat |Other place.

friendly to the League of Na-
tions idea, we flnd this assertion,

America appears to be a coun-
try bounded on the north by

“America has been absolutely| Canada and hounded on the east
right in keeping out of foreign: by sea-going bootleggers.

affairs under the conditions and
leadership that have pervailed
since the armistice.”” The edi-

torial from which this is quoted
was very appropriately entitled|
“lLost Illusions.”
for the United States,the repub- |
licsains in the senate did not have

Before The Blade is printed

[again, this year will be last year

and next year will be this year.
The hour to shop late and en-

Fortunately J0¥ the crush in now here.

“Christmas gift!” shouts the
kiddies.

Farm Bureau Meeting

The best annual meeting held
in five years by the Linn County
Farm Bureau convened at the
court house in Linneus on Tues-
day afternoon of last week. The
room was entirely filled by lead-
ing farmers from every part of
the county.

work was made by each of the
project leaders.

Those from this part of the
county taking part in the meet-
ing were L. C, Riddzall, soybean
project leader, who gave a goodl
report of the outstanding piece
of work of the Bureau this year
on soybeans. He showed that |
through the marketing of the

bushels, vver $1.00 per bushel
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0[.’ IR preatest asset is the good wiil of our customers
and we sincerely appreciate your friendship as
shown by your favors of the past. May the Yuletide be
Merry and the New vear abound with Happiness and
Prosperity—this is our wish for you. '

Ghe HOME STORE

_ Best Wishes
for Christmas
and the
Coming Pear
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was profit for the members and
that the growers of soys have
increased from over 400 to 1,200
this year,

Mrs. Lee Wilson, also of La-
clede, head of the clothing work
of the county, reported that 136
women who had been trained as
community leaders gave 34 dem-
onstrations with 625 in atten-
dance: 256 women were given
help; 192 taught the whole
course in millinery and 480 hats
were made at a saving of §1,-
T78.40 according to theirown re-
port. Ninety dress forms were
made;75 fitted patterns, and 250
garments completed.

All other heads of the Bureau

work made equally as good re-
ports.

The following officers were
elected to serve during 1923: F,
L. Fitch, president; Mrs. Geo.
Gooch, Norman MeDannald, L.
C. Riddell, Mrs. Lee Wilson, C.
A. Black, Mrs. Rolla Baugher,
Mrs. Ralph MeGhee, H. J.
Woolf, A. A, Thorne and Mrs.
J. H. McWilliams.

J. Robert Hall, county agent,
reported that during the year
he made 420 farm visits as
compared with less than 200 last
year, That 1809 persons called
at his office for information and
instruction, and that over 2,000
telephone ecalls had been made
on him for service. This means
that 12 people per day called for
help while 178 meetings were held
with a total of 1,615 persons in
attendance. The Farm Bureau
gave a vote of appreciation for
his splendid service.

A very well rounded program
of work was adopted for next
vear which includes something
for every man, woman, boy and
girl in the entire county.

Following the annual meeting
the newly elected officers met
and unanimously re-elected J.
Robert Hall as county farm
agent for another year and it is
a source of pleasure to farm folk
to know that Mr. Hall has ac-
cepted the proposition and will
continue his work for at least
another year.
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Dr. C. W, Pulm, Specialist in Optometry
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Comparative “tatement of

The Benson Banking Company

Laclede, Missouri

DECEMBER, 1922

RESOURCES
Loans and discounts = § 90,654.95
Ovwverdralts 107.11
Furniture, Fixtures 250,00
U. S Bonds 24.150.00
Cash and Exchange . 28,327.40
Total $143,489.46
LIABILITIES
Capital Stock ... $ 10,000.00
Surplus and profits 797210
Deposits 105.067.36
Bonds deposited . 20,450.00
Total $143489.46

DECEMBER, 1921

RESOURCES
onns and discounts ......... § 00508
Ovemdrafis 203
Furniture and Fixtures ....... 250,00
U. S Bos ..ooooinnennine. NI
Cash and Fxehaoge ... .... 550
Sz 0240

LIABILITIES
Capital Stoek ._. ... $10.000.00
Rurplus and profts.. LS LT
Deposits ... ..o R R
Bonds Deposited ... ... .H0.00
IR TN Y]
These stntements per ofMeial eall and

are correct.
C. A. FELT, CASHIER

1895

A Sincere Interest

In the financial welfare of each depositor, courtesy
in attending to his needs, and the policy of confin-
ing ourselves strictly to legitimate banking trans-
actions, free from all speculative features,are points
which are contributing to the progress of this bank.
The growth indicates the soundness of its business
methods and the completeness

service,

Lomax & Standly Bank,

of its banking

Chillicothe, Mo., Manager

PALM

OPTICAL COMPANY
**The folks who grind a million kinds.**
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GROVER F. PEACHER

BREEDER OF

Spotted Poland Chinas

_ HOLSTEIN CATTLE
Phone 9511. - - Laclede, Mo.

HERE'S no need of
depending upen the
seasons to bring you

appetizing dishes when

you use Zephyr Flour.

In season and out, silky

snow-white Zephyr puts

a wholesome tastiness to

everything that comes

from your kitchen,

~It’s worth the difference

PHYR FLOUR

Wm. KRAFT.

Remember this: Zephyr
is an unexcelled all-pur-
pose flour—equally good
for light loaves of health-
ful-brown crusted bread,
rich delicious pies, and
tempting cakesthatnever
fail to delight the family.
Ask your grocer about
Zephyr Flour. He'll say
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Made in fire grados

43K FOR THEE YELLOW PENCIL WITH THE RED BAND
EAGLE MIKADO

EAGLE PENCIL COMPANY, NEW YORK
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